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Outline

* Production area
— Endemic nature of the species
— Gouritz biodiversity hotspot

e Farming enterprises
— Relative profitability

 Thatch Reed production methods
— Profitability comparison

* Biodiversity concerns
— Habitat transformation due to intensification
— Mechanical intervention in fynbos succession
— Diminishing seed banks
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Rainfall 300 to 450mm
Autumn and Spring

Thamnochortus Iinsignis
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Output composition
Riversdale plain

N = 37 (68%)



Relative profitability
Y2000 Rand per hectare

Wheat | Sheep Sheep Thatch
6ha/LSU | 20ha/LSU 2129
bundles/ha
Income 1965 191.34 57.40 1777
Plant material / 189 4.32 1.29 -
Breeding stock
Pest control / Stock remedies 265 26.15 7.84 -
Fodder & Feed / Fertilisers 454 0.61 0.18 -
Machinery & fuel 634 1.82 0.54 236
Labour 90 12.67 3.80 365
PV Allocated cost 1632 45.55 13.67 601
PV Gross Margin / ha 1176
PV Gross Margin / ha / year 334 145.79 43.74 235




Production methods

Intensification
Harvesting from veld Systems of modification
 Estimated hectares
 Average yield Brush cutting
e Yield under field e Additional cost
conditions  30% of land brush cut

« Additional yield

Cultivation

« Experimental
 Initial costs

« Planting densities
* Propagation




Brush cut veld

After two years

First month
Biodiversity impact?
Productivity?



Brush cut veld - harvest



Dekriet established
on abandoned wheat lands

Productivity?
Sustainable alternative?



Experimental yields
8x50m? plots

Natural / unmodified Brush cut Cultivation



Income comparisons
Experimental results



Effect of brush cutting on yield



Yield results



Quality parameters

Length
1200mm

Circumference
210mm (300mm from base)



Conclusion



