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• The Garden Route National Park context

• Major challenges faced by the GRNP 

• Landscape conservation approach and 
interventions



George
Knysna

Plett

Cape St Francis
Mossel Bay
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• Fragmented management responsibility 
(2004)
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• Consolidation of state forests and mountain 
catchment areas, with Wilderness NP, 
Tsitsikamma NP and Knysna Lakes Area into 
the GRNP (6 March 2009)
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• Institutional complexity
– GRNP straddles:

• 2 Provinces (Western Cape and Eastern Cape)

• 4 Municipalities (George; Knysna; Bitou; Koukamma)
• 2 District municipalities (Eden; Cacadu)

– Fragmented mandates
• Different government departments and agencies have 

mandates for environmental management, water, fire, 
estuaries, marine resources, and off-reserve 
biodiversity conservation; all of which are relevant to 
effectively managing the GRNP.

– Active vocal civil society
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• Development pressures
– Currently in excess of twenty significant 

development proposals on the periphery of the 
GRNP
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• Water
– Over-abstraction and pollution of water resources
– Particular challenge for managing nationally 

important estuarine systems in the GRNP (Knysna, 
Swartvlei, Wilderness Lakes).
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• Invasive species
– The extent of invasive alien plants in the Garden 

Route is one of the worst invested in the Fynbos
Region

– Impacts on fire and water management
– Poses a real challenge in terms of the                  

long term sustainability of the GRNP.
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• Climate Change
– Longer droughts, more frequent intense floods 

events, and other consequences of climate change 
only exacerbate these challenges.
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Many of these challenges originate outside park 
boundaries but impacts directly on the 
environmental integrity and value of the 
GRNP…

…an integrated landscape conservation 
approach is thus the only option for ensuring 
the long term sustainability of the Garden 
Route conservation estate. 
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Landscape conservation interventions that have 
been undertaken in the Garden Route 
include…
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• Bullet points
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Included identification of important corridors and 
linkage areas necessary for ensuring persistence of 
biodiversity.
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• Land use and land management guidelines 
developed for identified critical biodiversity 
areas (CBAs, ESAs)

• Maps and guidelines to be published as a 
biodiversity sector plan

• Forms the basis for a published bioregional 
plan under NEM:BA
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• Ensuring biodiversity priorities are reflected in 
municipal SDF’s.

• And other land use planning products, e.g.
– Garden Route EMF
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• Engaged in commenting on EIA’s and other 
land use decision making processes
– Dedicated capacity (environmental planner)
– Comments informed by spatial planning 

priorities (CBA’s)
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• Linking fragmented conservation estate to 
support biodiversity patterns and processes 
involves 1000+ properties

• Stewardship approach most favourable (vs. 
conventional purchasing of land)

• Current have 3 extension personnel working in 
6 corridors
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• Management planning products developed for 
the whole Garden Route region, but tailored to 
individual agencies needs.

• Facilitates alignment and synergy between 
organisations and their activities in the region
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• Bullet points
• Bullet point 
• Bullet points
• Bullet point 
• Bullet point
• Bullet points
• Bullet points
• Bullet points
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• Landscape interventions all underpinned by 
robust systematic spatial biodiversity planning 

• Garden Route context precipitates a 
somewhat new conservation model in the 
making for SANParks, particularly the degree 
of off reserve interventions necessary to 
secure the GRNP
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• Planning products have provided enabling 
frameworks, the implementation and 
operationalization the next step 

• Formalization of partnerships with 
CapeNature, ECPB, and others in MOUs

• SANParks off-reserve mandate and 
sustainability challenges
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• C.A.P.E Programme, GEF and World Bank

• GRI PMU

• Partner organisations


