
Towards the establishment of 
the Gouritz Biosphere Reserve



¸ Dear Onno Huyser
¸ Letter of Support, re Project application
¸ ñTowards the establishment of the Gouritz Cluster 
Biosphere in the Klein Karoo.ò

¸ As per the request from Dr Steve du Toit (Head of WESSA, Western 
Cape) CapeNature herewith declares its support to the civil society 
led Biosphere project with the aim of furthering conservation within 
the Klein Karoo through the project application ñTowards the 
establishment of the Gouritz Cluster Biosphere in the Klein 
Karooò submitted for funding to the Table Mountain Fund.

¸ CapeNature herewith wish Dr Steve du Toit and his project team all 
the best for their application and conservation endeavours in the 
Klein Karoo.

¸ Dr Kas Hamman
¸ Acting Chief Executive Officer



¸ ATTENTION: MR ONNO HUYSER
¸ Dear Sirs,
¸ ESTABLISHMENT OF THE GOURITZ CLUSTER BIOSPHERE 

RESERVE ïLETTER OF SUPPORT
¸ The Biosphere Reserve qualifying requirements further ensure that 

environmental conservation in the broad sense becomes 
everybodyôs business through practical means and giving effect to 
consistent and focused attention to the social, economic and 
conservation challenges of the region.

¸ In terms of our Mission Statement the Society supports all 
conservation initiatives that promote the aims and objectives of the 
Botanical Society of South Africa. The Cluster Biosphere Reserve for 
the Gouritz region therefore has our full support.

¸ Kind regards
¸ Ena McIntyre (Mrs)
¸ REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE: GARDEN ROUTE 



¸ Dear Steve,

Yes, André v/d Merwe is still onboard.

In view of the DEA&DP's hands on involvement and participation as
government institution in the GI, this should suffice as indication of
the support to the initiative as far as the TMF application is
concerned.

Regards

Willem Smith SS(SA)/TRP(SA)

Hoof Stads- en Streekbeplanner / Chief Town and Regional Planner



Funding received:

¸Table Mountain Fund:

R65 000 (administered by WESSA)

¸Department Environmental Affairs and 
Development Planning:

R112 700 (administered by Cape Nature)



Suggested steering committee:

¸Willem Smith (DEA+DP)

¸Steve du Toit (WESSA)

¸Ivan Donian, Anne-Lise Schutte Vlok, 
Anita Wheeler (Cape Nature)

¸Jan Vlok, Willem Botha (private)

¸Jane Green (GI)

¸Vernon Gibbs-Halls (Eden DM)

¸Hannes Muller (Dept Agriculture)



Output 1:

¸Education and Awareness: (complete 
before end October 2009)

¸ (a) Consultation, through meetings and 
workshops, with the Klein Karoo community 
(including the commercial and agricultural 
sectors, municipalities and other spheres of 
government) to raise awareness and support of 
the Biosphere Reserve concept. As there are 
many municipalities and municipal districts, and 
the management areas comprise 5 different 
areas, a minimum of 5 workshops is anticipated.


