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Stewardship as a tool in 

Landscape Initiatives



Biodiversity stewardship tools and progress

Maps identifying land of high biodiversity value

Protected Area Expansion Strategy

Experiences around what drives people



Vision  - Landscape Scale Conservation

Critical  Biodiversity Areas in the 

Western Cape are adequately 

conserved and support sustainable 

livelihoods through a range 

mechanisms implemented by the 

Biodiversity Stewardship and Corridor, 

World Heritage Site and Biosphere 

Reserve Programmes.  



Legislative framework
Protected Areas Act  (Act No. 57 of 2003)

ÅThe [Minister/MEC] is empowered, under section 

23(1) of the National Environmental Protected Areas 

Act, 57 of 2003, to declare an area as a Nature 

Reserve if:

ÅIt has significant natural features or biodiversity;

ÅIs in need of long-term protection for the maintenance 

of its biodiversity or for the provision of environmental 

goods and services.



Biodiversity Act (Act No. 10 0f 2004) 

Objectives:

Åthe management and conservation of biological diversity 

Åthe use of indigenous biological resources in a sustainable manner; and

Åto provide for co-operative governance in biodiversity management 

Biodiversity management agreements

The Minister may enter into a biodiversity management agreement with the

person, organization or organ of state identified in terms of section 43(2), or 

any other suitable person, organization or organ of state, regarding the 

implementation of a biodiversity management plan, or any aspect of it.

Legislative framework cont.





Defining features of Stewardship

ÅPattern 

- Biodiversity focus

- Regardless of land ownership patterns

ÅProcess 

- Fine Scale Planning

- Site Assessments

ÅPractice

- Management Plans addressing alien plant invasions & 

ecological drivers

- Expert advice and assistance

ÅPartnerships

- Provide support

- Industry (BWI), government partners (LandCare, Local Authôs);

NGOôs e.g. WWF& Biospheres



Success so far

Å38 Contract Nature Reserve: 49081ha

Å21 Biodiversity Agreement: 12774ha

Å28 Conservation Area: 22353ha

Total = 84208ha



National Requirement
The implementation of this 

strategy will ensure that 

South Africa takes a global 

lead in giving protected 

areas a central role in our 

climate change adaptation 

strategy
Marthinus van Schalkwyk

Minister of Environmental Affairs and 

Tourism

251 000ha 

in next five years 

for the Western Cape



Mechanisms

Land acquisition through purchase  

WWF as partner  / SANParks expansion

Non-acquisition: stewardship of land by 

private landowners ïmain tool

Non-acquisition: IEM and biodiversity offsets


