
Who is CapeNature?
CapeNature is a public institution with the statutory responsibility 

for biodiversity conservation in the Western Cape. It is governed by 
the Western Cape Nature Conservation Board Act 15 of 1998 and 
mandated to: promote and ensure nature conservation; render 
services and provide facilities for research and training; and generate 
income.
Vision

A quality driven public entity conserving the unique natural 
heritage resources of the Western Cape for the bene! t of all.
Mission

To establish biodiversity conservation as the foundation of a 
sustainable economy in the Western Cape thereby creating bene! ts 
and opportunities for all.
Management and Biodiversity Support

CapeNature aims to develop and apply e" ective knowledge 
management systems to identify and inform sustainable 
conservation management and priorities, to expand the protected 
area network, to facilitate e" ective wildlife management and 
crime prevention, youth and community development including 
environmental awareness and equitable access linked to enhanced 
participation in the environmental economy.

For more information visit www.capenature.co.za

ü Landowners can support the 
concept by practising sound land 
management and becoming 
involved in the implementation of 
the stewardship programme.

ü Interested individuals and 
organisations can take part in 
volunteer actions which supports 
the implementation of the GCBC.

ü Potential funders are invited 
to support and associate with 
this biodiversity initiative that 
incorporates people and the 
environment.

From the Karoo to the coast we, in the 
Greater Cederberg Biodiversity Corridor, 
share a common purpose - the 
conservation of biodiversity through 
the sustainable utilisation of this unique 
living landscape.

Our vision
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The Succulent Karoo biome is one of 25 
internationally recognised biodiversity hotspots, 
and is the world’s only arid hotspot. The 116 000 
km# biome extends from the south-west through 
the north-western areas of South Africa and into 
southern Namibia. 

The hallmark of the Succulent Karoo is its 
exceptionally diverse and endemic rich $ ora, 
especially succulents and bulbs.

In addition to its $ oral diversity, the biome 
is a centre of diversity for reptiles and many 
groups of invertebrates. The goal of the Succulent 
Karoo Ecosystem Plan (SKEP) is to provide an 
overarching framework to guide conservation 
e" orts in the Succulent Karoo. 

Cape Action for People and 
the Environment (C.A.P.E.) is 
a partnership of government 
and civil society, with support 
from international donors, 
to protect and restore the 
rich biodiversity of the Cape 
Floristic Region for the bene! t 
of all its people. 

The programme is co-
ordinated through the South 
African National Biodiversity 
Institute (SANBI) and its 
fynbos biome programme. 
The C.A.P.E. Co-ordination 
Unit (CCU) is housed in SANBI.

The project management unit is 
housed at the CapeNature regional 
o%  ces in Porterville.
Contact the project co-ordinator at

Phone: 022 931 2900
Fax: 022 931 2913
www.cederbergcorridor.org.za

Contact details

Would you like to become 
involved?
Here’s how:

Key Partners

Biodiversity Hotspot 

To qualify as a hotspot, a region must 

meet two strict criteria: it must contain at 

least 1,500 species of vascular plants (> 0.5 

percent of the world’s total) as endemics, 

and it has to have lost at least 70 percent of 

its original habitat.



In order to e" ectively conserve South Africa's biodiversity, conservation e" orts must focus outside of 
formerly protected reserves, considering that 80& of the country's most scarce and threatened habitats are 
privately owned. What is required is a new approach to conservation extension, a shift away from reactive 
work (i.e. responding to problems, enforcing regulations and permitting procedures) to proactive extension 
(i.e. engaging with a landowner before a problem is created) where stewardship is encouraged at a larger 
landscape level. 

The creation of corridors is dependent on a variety of methodologies from CapeNature's stewardship 
programme, Biodiversity and Business initiatives, international landscape level initiatives such as Biosphere 
Reserves to programmes driven by Department of Agriculture called Landcare Area Wide Planning. These 
methodologies serve as building blocks for securing priority biodiversity sites on privately owned land 
parcels. Through linking these natural land parcels together or serving as stepping stones a corridor is created 
to enable the movement of species through the landscape. It also serves to support healthy ecosystem 
functioning. 

To e" ectively plan and manage the domain covered by the GCBC, core corridors 
were identi! ed following critical biodiversity areas in the landscape. 
These are the following:

The Greater Cederberg Biodiversity Corridor (GCBC) 
covers an area of 1,8 million hectares situated in one 
of the most ecologically sensitive landscapes in the 
Western Cape. The planning domain of the corridor 
begins 150kms north of Cape Town. It stretches from 
the West Coast, through the Cederberg Wilderness 
into the Tankwa- Karoo, covering a signi! cant part of 
the globally important Cape Floral Kingdom.  

The corridor was developed in response to 
the threat of biodiversity loss posed by anticipated 
climate change impacts, fragmentation and 
associated habitat loss. The GCBC is implemented 
by CapeNature under the auspices of C.A.P.E. (Cape 
Action for People and the Environment).

Introduction The main strategic objectives of the GCBC are:
1. Expansion of protected areas

Sandveld core corridor
The Sandveld represents the western section of the Greater Cederberg Biodiversity Corridor (GCBC) where it 
provides an important ecological gradient from the coast to the inner higher lying areas. The biodiversity here 
is the most threatened of all areas in the GCBC. Framed by the cold Atlantic Ocean to the west, the foothills 
of the Olifants River mountains to the east, and between the Berg River in the south to Lambert's Bay further 
north, the Sandveld area comprises a unique mosaic of vegetation types and a rich diversity of plants and 
animals. The area also has a rich cultural history. The Sandveld is home to a number of rare, 
endangered and indigenous plants, birds, reptiles, amphibians and insects. This delicate 
biodiversity had become threatened by indiscriminate agricultural expansion.
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3. Local econ omic dev elopment (LED) and Human well  being

Potato farming Rooibos farming Donkey cart School projects

What is stewardship?

Stewardship refers to the wise use, 
management and protection of that which 
has been entrusted to your care. Within the 
context of conservation, stewardship means 
wisely using natural resources on your 
property, protecting important ecosystems, 
e! ectively managing alien invasive species 
and " res, and grazing or harvesting without 
damaging the veld.

Cederberg core corridor
This corridor to the east of the Cederberg Wilderness area encompasses the Cederberg Conservancy and links 
the Wilderness to Matjiesrivier Nature Reserve. This corridor enjoys World Heritage Site status because of its 
unique $ oristic diversity within the Cape Floristic region. This corridor lies on a ecotone between Fynbos and 
Succulent Karoo vegetation providing the area with a rich diversity of plants, animals and landscapes. 

Olifantsberg corridor
This corridor forms an east - west link between the Cederberg mountainous area and the Sandveld. This 
corridor is especially important for mammal movement between the mountains and the lower lying coastal 
plains. In the face of future climate change both plant and animal species might have to migrate to cooler 
climates making this link very important.

Groot Winterhoek freshwater corridor
This corridor links the Cederberg and Groot Winterhoek Wilderness Areas through the Koue Bokkeveld 
mountain range. This corridor is of exceptional conservation value in terms of its aquatic biodiversity and as a 
mountain catchment for the provisioning of freshwater. Five important tributaries of the Olifants- Doorn River 
system $ ows trough this corridor. It is a southern African centre of endemism for freshwater ! sh species, and 
is therefore of international and biogeographical importance. No other river system in South Africa contains 
as many endemic ! sh species, and all of these endemic species are listed on the IUCN red data list, making 
this an endemic hotspot for freshwater ! sh.

Bokkeveld corridor
This corridor forms a link between the Cederberg Wilderness area in the Western Cape to the Oorlogskloof 
Nature Reserve and the Nieuwoudtville area in the Northern Cape. This corridor follows the escarpment and 
includes a signi! cant upland- lowland gradient. It lies on a transitional zone between Fynbos and Succulent 
Karoo attributed to the edaphic interface between shale and sandstone soils and change in rainfall patterns. 
The Bokkeveld is important for its rich species diversity in terms of bulbous plants and reptiles. 

What are ecosystem services?

Humankind bene" ts from a multitude of 
resources and processes that are supplied 
by natural ecosystems. Collectively, these 
bene" ts are known as ecosystem services 
and include products like clean drinking 
water and processes such as the 
decomposition of wastes. A healthy 
ecosystem is normally able to maintain 
a sustainable # ow of these services that 
underpin human survival and well-being, 
while retaining resilience to human 
exploitation and natural events 
such as droughts and # ooding.

The importance of biodiversity

The term biodiversity encompasses genes, 
species and ecosystems and the ecological 
and evolutionary processes that enable 
these components to persist over time. 
When biodiversity is intact and robust, 
species and ecosystems are able to adapt to 
changes in the environment and to recover 
more rapidly from natural disasters. When 
biodiversity is lost and ecosystems are not 
functioning healthily, nature responds 
unpredictably, making it more di$  cult to 
plan production and to protect natural 
resources. Maintaining adequate biodiversity 
is particularly relevant during the current 
uncertainty imposed by globally-induced 
climate change.

Biodiversity Corridor

An ecological or biodiversity corridor is a mosaic of land uses connecting fragments of natural 
habitat across a landscape. An ecological corridor's objective is to facilitate the gene # ow 
between populations, enhancing the long-term survival probability of biological communities 
and their species. A corridor also is intended to ensure the maintenance of large-scale ecological 
and evolutionary processes and ecosystem services.

The formation of natural corridors in the landscape also allows for the mitigating against 
climate change events allowing for the movement of species in the faces of future climatic 
changes.

2. Industry involvement
The GCBC proactively approached the potato and rooibos industries as the expansion of these industries represented the biggest threat 
to biodiversity loss within the corridor. In partnership with these two industries, best practice guidelines were developed to promote 
sustainable farming practices.  The development and implementation of the guidelines have been funded by Potato SA, the Rooibos 
Council, the Critical Ecosystems Partnership Fund, Woolworths, Conservation International and the GCBC Small Grants fund.

Both the rooibos and potato industries have now o%  cially adopted these best practice guidelines. Both of these industries have 
internalized these principles to the extent that they are expanding them to address the larger objective of sustainability.

There are thirty-four 4x4 trails in the GCBC. Irresponsible use of 4x4 trails in the past caused extensive ecological damage, particularly in 
the fragile Sandveld and mountainous regions. Through a GCBC initiated project the 4x4 industry body has now established best practice 
guidelines for the maintenance and use of trails. The environmental minister has approved these guidelines to be applied nationally.

4. Awareness

Awareness is one of the building blocks that a landscape initiative is built on. The Corridor is all about people in partnership and 
partnerships can only be established with proper education, learning and information-sharing processes taking place. All these actions 
form part of one of the Strategic Directions of the corridor, namely Awareness.

Awareness can be used as a tool for partners to act as stewards of natural resources, be joint decision-makers about land-use and co-managers of biodiversity. 
This provides partners with the opportunity to participate in speci! c and meaningful ways to be informed about the issues that need to be addressed, encouraged 
to share what they already know, and supported to learn more. Introducing, inviting, informing, listening, and supporting learning are all processes of proper 
communication that the GCBC enlist to grow partnerships. The GCBC outreach programme was developed to increase awareness, especially with local youths and 
communities.

Through the years the GCBC has continued to build strong relationships with National * Provincial Departments, Local Municipalities, 
International * Local Funders/Donors, Non Governmental Organisations, Industries, Communities, Landowners, Farm workers, 
Schools, etc.

5. Coordination

The GCBC is housed within CapeNature which acts as the implementing agency of the GCBC, and together with a Project 
Management Unit, provides support to ensure that lasting partnerships are built throughout the corridor - between conservation 
agencies, landowners, community leaders, municipalities, national and provincial government departments, non-governmental 
organisations and interested parties. A steering committee with representation from 22 organisations meets quarterly to review progress 
and make decisions. The GCBC website provides detail on the initiative, its funding and the strategies, focus areas and projects involved.

The successful implementation 
of the corridor relies on people 
working in partnership: 
mobilizing them around 
a common goal to conserve 
biodiversity in their unique 
living landscape.

LED was addressed in the GCBC through the implementation of a Working for Wetlands project in the heart of the Sandveld Core Corridor. Working for Wetlands is a 
government programme managed by the South African National Biodiversity Institute (SANBI) on behalf of the national government department of Environmental 
A" airs and Tourism (DEAT) and forms part of the Expanded Public Works Programme (EPWP).

Working for Wetlands and CapeNature entered into a partnership with landowners to begin rehabilitation interventions on the Verlorenvlei system in 2006.  
Rehabilitation work is centered on increasing water $ ow and enhancing natural $ ow through the system by removing unnatural $ ow impediments and clearing 
invasive alien vegetation. All of the work is taking place on privately owned land, which makes landowner involvement and responsibility a 
critical component of the success of rehabilitation in this project.

Funding is used for job creation and skills development. Communities are thus capacitated to also perform work in the private sector 
through making use of their acquired skills. 

The donkey cart trail and the Rooibos Heritage Route were two initiatives co-funded through the CEPF (Critical Ecosystem 
Partnership Fund) GCBC Small Grants facility to support livelihoods.


