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Renosterveld
MANAGEMENT

Conservation Froaject

ENOSTERVELD: JUST BOSSIEVELD,
uitvalgrand, or something unique
and special to be treasured by
those who are lucky enough to
awn a piece of it? The answer is clear to
anyone who cares about conservation.
The few fragments that remain are full
of hidden botanical treasures in the
~ form of hundreds of rare and endemic

“With knowledge of the veld
and the right marketing,
farmers could make this a
viable tourist destination.”

bulbs and other unique plants.
Renosterveld is found in the low-lying,
fertile areas of the Western Cape. Most
farmers think of it as just renosterbas, but
this Is not the case. Historically, renosterveld
supported large numbers of big game,
including black rhino, eland, bontebok and
the endemic, now-extinct bloubok, as it was

Why we can't lose
the renosterveld

As it made way for the sprawling croplands of the
Western Cape, renosterveld became synonymous
with agricultural non-productivity, eaming itself
names like vitvalgrond, But, as Odette Curtis writes,
this shrinking habitat, rich in plant and animal life s :
found nowhere else in the world, should be conserved ﬁ""—""ﬁ APE
as it affords farmers unique ecotourism opportunities.

much richer in palatable grasses and shrubs,

particularly in areas with higher rainfall.
As mast veld managers know, when veld
is overgrazed, the unpalatable species
take over and in this case renosterbas or
Elytropappus rhinocerotis. Hundreds of
years of overgrazing have turned this veld
into a grey, monotonous shrubland of
very little grazing use. Here and there a
few farms still have renosterveld retaining
some of its true characteristics, Those near
Napier and Swellendam, for instance, still
have a lot of rooigras (Themeda triandra).

Farmers to the rescue
Today, less than 7% of the renosterveld
remains, confined to steep, rocky areas
that cannot be ploughed. These fragments
are rich in plant life, particularly bulbs, and
contain hundreds of endemic species found
nowhere else in the world. This makes
them a top priority for conservation.
Almost all remnant renosterveld is
on private land, making it subject to
further transformation, degradation
through mismanagement and invasion

“heritage - and it lies with the farmer. N

can benefit Empuwngmmduuefw

by alien shrubs and grasses. The future of

However, there is some hope for our natural

conservation, or at least managing their land
in a more conservation-friendly way. Some
of the incentives that either exist already, or
have been suggested, include tax rebates for
conserved land, help with allen vegetation
clearing, help with improved fencing around
renasterveld fragments, and the compilation
of detailed management plans for individual
farms. In addition, it has also been suggested
that there is enormous unexploited

ecotourism potential. With knowledge of
the veld and the right marketing, farmers
could make this a viable tourist destination.

Renosterveld management

Another aspect of renosterveld conservation
s that of veld management. Although we
know quite a lot about how to manage
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+——0 fynbos, we know very little about
managing renosterveld. For example,
it is still not known whether or not it
needs fire, or whether comrect grazing
is enough to keep it open and prevent
bush encroachment. Given that it is found
adjacent to fynbos, a fire-prone system,
it is highly likely that renosterveld would
have burned under natural circumstances,
The key question is: if it does need fire,
how often should it burm and at what time of
the year?! Every landowner and scientist has
different ideas about this. The only way to
answer these questions is through rigorous
scientific experiments, The Renasterveld
Management Conservation Project is in the
process of getting funding for research to
address some of the key issues related to
management, including fire and grazing
and the interactions between these two
processes. The future of many threatened
habitats lies in the hands of the private
landowner, It is essential that we create
partnerships between private landowners,
scientists and managers from agriculture
and conservation, to determine the overall
benefits of improved management of
our critically endangered habitats.
» Contact Odette Curtis on 083 557 3341
ore-mail odette.curtis@uct.acza.  |fw

On closer inspection, this grey veld holds mamy
Ibeautiful plants, such as scarlet Nerine sarniensis.
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