Soclio -economic aspects of tiger shark diving
and the sardine run within the Aliwal Shoal
and Pondoland MPA s, respectively
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The value of marine eco -
tourism:

. Whale watching US $1 billion (Hoyt 2001).

. Dive tourism in the Caribbean:; US $2.1 hillion
(Burke and Maidens 2004).

. Whale sharks US $4.99 million Seychelles, ( Rowat
and Engelhardt 2007), US $110 million Thailand,
(Bennett et al. 2003).

. White sharks Gansbaai US $3.5 million (Hara et al.
2003).

. Dive eco -tourism in SAis in its infancy — Few
studies and no scientifically published values.




Tiger shark diving:




Location of tiger dives:
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Fig. 1. Map showing the location of the Aliwal shoal Marine Protected Area and tger diving regions. Map insert shows the location

of the MPA in relation to the South African coast




Results : socio economic data

1.

The majority (67.0%) participants were overseas
visitors (19 nationalities)

. Age of participants ranged from 8 to 67/ -years

. Participants predominantly white (95.9%) and male

(75.5%)

. Tiger diving was the primary reason for the majorit

(66.0%) of people in visiting the Aliwal Shoal MPA

. A large percentage of divers (44.3%) would not

return to MPA if the opportunity to dive with tiger
did not exist




Results : Participant dive experience

Table 1. Tiger shark encounters experienced by surv ey respondents

Factor Yes No Mean SD

Observe tiger shark 192 (98.0%) 4 (2.0%)
No. of tiger sharks

Min distance to sharks

Any shark aggression 8 (4.1%) 186 (95.9%)
Feel safe 188 (95.9%) 8 (4.1%)
Touch a shark 18 (9.2%) 178 (90.8%)
Repeat dive 187( 94.9%) 10 (5.1%)

For or against chumming 173 (88.5%) 7 (3.5%)




Results : Expenditures and valuation
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Management considerations :

1. Participant dive experience

(proximity to sharks important) Management strategies
balance quality

experience and safety

2. Use of chum
(majority pro chumming)

3. Operations of the industry
(uncontrolled proliferation)

4. Economic benefits
(value to local and national economies)




Serdine run:



L ocatlon of tne sardine run:
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LO0O% of participanis were overseas visitors (15
neztionalities)

Age of participanis ranged frormn 24 t0 73 -years

Pearilcipants predorninanty white (96.3%) and male
(69.4%)

The sardine run was tne prirneary reason for tne
rmeyjority (86.1%) of peoole In visiing SA

A large percentage of divers (46.2%) were willing i
pzy > R500 to 2 prograrm designed to benefit local
Pondoland cormmuniiies

0



\riicipant dive experience



Q.

\r1c) veluation



Manzagernent considerailons
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No rnarketing of event in Pondoland region
Meirret as a merine experience

Operailons of the indusiry
(Unconitrolled proliferation)
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Conclusion:
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