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Technology learning will support
actions that contribute to useful
and sustainable innovation
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Social Sciences learning will support actions
that contribute to helping one another and
developing sustainable communities
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actions that contribute to a greener, c) Language learning will support
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Arts and Culture learning will support
' actions that contribute to cultural and

creative activities
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INVITATION LETTER TO
BECOME A CHAMPION

Kowie Catchment Camp:

WORKING TOGETHER FOR A HEALTHY RIVER CATCHMENT

Dear

The Kowie Catchment Campaign (KCC) is aware that your organisation/home is situated close to
one of the stream beds that is part of the upper catchment of the Bloukrans River — which flows
into the Kowie River. We are looking to extend our network of ‘champions’ , and would be
delighted if you would join us.

As a community environmental initiative run by volunteers, the KCC welcomes patrticipation and
collaboration. A number of active citizens help champion our cause by engaging members of the
community in their area, and the Municipality, in caring for the health and cleanliness of the
environment and streams that run through their areas. The KCC provides support to its
champions in the form of a network of expertise, ed ucational materials, and credibility — it

is an acknowledged lobby group in Makana . A champions’ get together is held on an annual
basis to celebrate our successes.

The aim of the KCC is to promote better care for the health of the Kowie catchment and
environment — this has a direct bearing on the health of our community and people living
downstream. We believe we can achieve this by fostering strong civic engagement and
leadership within our community and municipality. We recognise that each of us has
responsibilities as well as rights. Citizens play an important role in keeping councill ors,
municipal officials, and each other, accountable — as part of keeping our town clean, healthy
and sustainable.

The KCC would be glad if you would help champion its cause by engaging members of your
organisation/home, as well as the community, in caring for the environment and stream in

your area .

As you may know, Grahamstown is built on the headwaters of the Bloukrans River. Many of its
streams (often called the “Kowie ditches”) are unac ceptably altered and polluted . Part of
the problem is that many people are unaware of the existence of these streams, or the impact of
various human activities. The other part of the problem is that town planning has not made
allowance for the sensitive nature of the headwaters, resulting in serious damage through
development and waste disposal. Some areas in Grahamstown are also overgrown with invasive
alien plants, many of which use up vast amounts of groundwater, and push out indigenous plants
which would otherwise cover the soil and prevent the impacts of erosion.

Grahamstown is a special place with special people — it is worth making the effort to improve the
health of our environment and our community. Join us in being part of the solution!

Attached, please find a pamphlet which provides further information about the KCC's efforts.

We look forward to hearing more about your activiti es and collaborating with you . Please
let us know if you, or a caring person in your area, would be prepared to be a KCC champion.

Best wishes,
Kowie Catchment Campaign committee



Kowi¢ Catchment Campa

WORKING TOGETHER FOR A HEALTHY RIVER CATCHMENT

Structure and Strategy

Vision : Working together for a healthy Kowie catchment.
Aim: To improve our care for the health of the Kowie Catchment and its community by:

Raising awareness through education of the vital relationship between the Kowie
catchment’s health and the health of the community.

Fostering strong civic engagement! and leadership within Makana Municipality and the
community in supporting the KCC'’s vision.

Kowie Catchment Campaign Strategy:

1. The KCC is a community environmental initiative led by volunteers under the auspices of
the Makana Environmental Forum.

2. The KCC's cornerstones are its champions - individuals and groups who take on
responsibility for engaging the community and Municipality in caring for the health and
cleanliness of their chosen sections of the Kowie catchment.

3. The KCC committee holds regular meetings to review progress and plan its activities, and
circulates the minutes to champions in the community and Municipality in order to maintain
communication and provide encouragement.

4. The KCC provides support to its champions, the community and the Municipality through
sharing of materials and expertise .

5. The KCC encourages collaboration with other environmental groups and individuals.

6. The KCC celebrates its successes through an annual champions’ get together.

Note 1: “Civic Engagement”. This means, for our purposes, involving the community in
democratic action, with particular reference to the Kowie River system and its tributaries. It will
require the willing support and activity of both volunteers and volunteer groups, and Councillors
and paid officials of Makana Municipality. Civic success depends upon an understanding of
democratic responsibilities as well democratic rights.
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This handprint is of a 10-year-old girl, Srija, from a school
in Hyderabad, India, who was involved in a project taking
action for sustainability. Her handprint can be taken as a
symbol for positive action.

Human impact on the Earth has tripled since 1961 and our human footprint is
now 25% bigger than the planet can support. In other words we are using 25%
more natural resources and services than the planet can create and provide.
The ‘Ecological Footprint’ is one way to measure what area of land and water
the whole human population requires to produce the resources it consumes
and to absorb its wastes, and we now need 25% more area than is available
on the whole planet. This means that the planet is simply being damaged
beyond what it can repair, and this cannot continue without causing very
serious threats to all life, including our own.

Education is a key way to achieve the changes we need to live in a manner
that the planet can support. Environment and Sustainability Education (an
environmentally focussed approach to Education for Sustainable Development
— ESD) is a move away from seeing education just as a means of producing
the skills to carry on doing what we are doing. It develops the abilities needed
to address the big issues affecting the planet, and builds the capacity in
communities to make important decisions about their future. Environment and
Sustainability Education calls for action.

The Handprint is one measure of Environment and Sustainability Education
action. The idea is to decrease the human footprint and to make the world
more sustainable. The Handprint is a new approach or ‘tool’ being developed
by the Centre for Environment Education (CEE), in Ahmedabad India, with
many partners across the globe. The purpose of the Handprint is to help
measure positive action for change at different levels. We all need to decide
what we can do at the individual, community, national and global level in
order to increase our Handprint, and decrease our Footprint.

“Through our actions, we add substance and vigour t o the quest for sustainable living.”
The Ahmedabad Declaration 2007: A Call to Action, 4th International Conference for Environmental Education



