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To: University Community 13 October 2006, 10.03

The University and parts of town have no water. On investigation it has been told to me that the power
lines feeding the Waainek pump station are down. Municipal electricians are trying to establish the fault
and effect repairs as soon as possible. We are placing water tankers around

the campus to assist with toilet flushing. | have asked the Municipality to assist in this regard.

However the schools also need assistance.

| apologise for this inconvenience and will keep you informed of progress.

Thank you

Les Reynolds

Director: Estates Division
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02 Nov 2006, 10:53
THIS IS AN URGENT MESSAGE TO ALL STAFF AND STUDENTS

Please be aware that serious concerns have been voiced over the toxicity levels of the Municipal water
supply. According to Martin Davies of the Department of Ichthyology and Fisheries Science, over 35 000
fish at the University's Experimental Fish Farm have died over the last few days as a result. He says that
trout fingerlings are seen as an accepted early warning system of polluted water. The deaths of these fish
together with behavioural abnormalities which has been observed are indicative of the presence of heavy
metal pollutants in the water.

The particles are extremely toxic to human beings and cannot be removed through cooking or
boiling water. Samples of water are currently being tested in the University's Biotechnology Department
but results of these tests will only be available by tomorrow.

In the meantime you are requested NOT to drink water from any taps on campus (or at home) and not to
cook with this water if your home or residence was affected by the recent water outage.

The University is making plans to bring further supplies of bottled drinking water to Grahamstown for
distribution to residences. Please also note that all food served in the residences has been prepared

with 'safe water'. The University has been forced to adjust menus and serving timetables as a result of the
current problems and regrets any inconvenience. Those affected are asked to be patient as we attempt to
manage the situation.

Guy White
Director: Communications & Development Division, Rhodes University
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02 Nov 2006, 18:00
The Department of Biochemistry, Microbiology and Biotechnology has finished testing numerous samples
of water which were taken at several points on campus each day last week (from Monday 30 October to
Friday 3 November). Samples of water taken from the Department of Ichthyology and Fisheries Science
were found to contain levels of some silt and two compounds, ammonia and calcium carbonate, which were
harmful to trout, but well within the safety limits for human consumption. The levels of silt in the water made
it unpleasant to drink, but the particles were not dangerous to human health. The concentration of ammonia
in the water was much lower than the safe limit for human drinking water, but higher than the limit for
breeding fish.

The hardness of the water (i.e. whether it will scale your kettle), which is measured as the amount of
calcium carbonate, was also too high for trout but safe for people. The water hardness was measured as
134 mg/L; trout can only tolerate 100 mg/L but humans can safely drink water with three times that amount.
Metal concentrations were measured in the water samples and it was found that there were some metals in
the silt, but that the water itself contained no metal concentrations above the South African water quality
safety guidelines. In summary, the tap water on campus was safe (if unpleasant) to drink.

We do not know the cause of the colour and odour associated with the water over the weekend and this
week. While we have not performed any testing and have no lab results that demonstrate that the tap water
is currently unsafe for drinking, we would advise anyone concerned about the water quality to continue to
use the alternative water sources that are being provided.

Dr Jo Burgess (046 605 8625) & Prof Rosemary Dorrington (046 607 6442)
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This handprint is of a 10-year-old girl, Srija, from a school
in Hyderabad, India, who was involved in a project taking
action for sustainability. Her handprint can be taken as a
symbol for positive action.

Human impact on the Earth has tripled since 1961 and our human footprint is
now 25% bigger than the planet can support. In other words we are using 25%
more natural resources and services than the planet can create and provide.
The ‘Ecological Footprint’ is one way to measure what area of land and water
the whole human population requires to produce the resources it consumes
and to absorb its wastes, and we now need 25% more area than is available
on the whole planet. This means that the planet is simply being damaged
beyond what it can repair, and this cannot continue without causing very
serious threats to all life, including our own.

Education is a key way to achieve the changes we need to live in a manner
that the planet can support. Environment and Sustainability Education (an
environmentally focussed approach to Education for Sustainable Development
— ESD) is a move away from seeing education just as a means of producing
the skills to carry on doing what we are doing. It develops the abilities needed
to address the big issues affecting the planet, and builds the capacity in
communities to make important decisions about their future. Environment and
Sustainability Education calls for action.

The Handprint is one measure of Environment and Sustainability Education
action. The idea is to decrease the human footprint and to make the world
more sustainable. The Handprint is a new approach or ‘tool’ being developed
by the Centre for Environment Education (CEE), in Ahmedabad India, with
many partners across the globe. The purpose of the Handprint is to help
measure positive action for change at different levels. We all need to decide
what we can do at the individual, community, national and global level in
order to increase our Handprint, and decrease our Footprint.

“Through our actions, we add substance and vigour t o the quest for sustainable living.”
The Ahmedabad Declaration 2007: A Call to Action, 4th International Conference for Environmental Education



