HAND PRINT

action towards
sustainability
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Technology learning will support
actions that contribute to useful
and sustainable innovation

Mathematics learning will support
actions that contribute to counting,
measuring and calculating

Natural Sciences learning will support
actions that contribute to a greener,
healthier and more beautiful
environment
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Social Sciences learning will support actions
that contribute to helping one another and
developing sustainable communities

Arts and Culture learning will support
actions that contribute to cultural and
creative activities

Economics & Management Sciences
learning will support actions that
contribute to sustainable production

and living
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Language learning will support
actions that contribute to expressing
our ideas accurately in words
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This vegetable garden is watered with
waste water that has been filtered
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Making a water filter
from a cooldrink bottle
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This handprint is of a 10-year-old girl, Srija, from a school
in Hyderabad, India, who was involved in a project taking
action for sustainability. Her handprint can be taken as a
symbol for positive action.

Human impact on the Earth has tripled since 1961 and our human footprint is
now 25% bigger than the planet can support. In other words we are using 25%
more natural resources and services than the planet can create and provide.
The ‘Ecological Footprint’ is one way to measure what area of land and water
the whole human population requires to produce the resources it consumes
and to absorb its wastes, and we now need 25% more area than is available
on the whole planet. This means that the planet is simply being damaged
beyond what it can repair, and this cannot continue without causing very
serious threats to all life, including our own.

Education is a key way to achieve the changes we need to live in a manner
that the planet can support. Environment and Sustainability Education (an
environmentally focussed approach to Education for Sustainable Development
— ESD) is a move away from seeing education just as a means of producing
the skills to carry on doing what we are doing. It develops the abilities needed
to address the big issues affecting the planet, and builds the capacity in
communities to make important decisions about their future. Environment and
Sustainability Education calls for action.

The Handprint is one measure of Environment and Sustainability Education
action. The idea is to decrease the human footprint and to make the world
more sustainable. The Handprint is a new approach or ‘tool’ being developed
by the Centre for Environment Education (CEE), in Ahmedabad India, with
many partners across the globe. The purpose of the Handprint is to help
measure positive action for change at different levels. We all need to decide
what we can do at the individual, community, national and global level in
order to increase our Handprint, and decrease our Footprint.

“Through our actions, we add substance and vigour t o the quest for sustainable living.”
The Ahmedabad Declaration 2007: A Call to Action, 4th International Conference for Environmental Education



